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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-9, and 11-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
de l'Etrazetal. (U.S. Patent No. 6,073,138). 

As to claims 1, and 12, de l'Etraz et al. discloses a computerized method for 
generating a list of contacts, a machine readable storage having stored thereon a computer 
program for generating a list of contacts, said machine readable storage having a plurality 
of code sections executable by a machine for causing the machine to perform a series of 
steps comprising the steps of: 

first retrieving a plurality of contacts from an exposed, remotely accessible 
contact list, the exposed, remotely accessible contact list defining a first set associated 
with a user (See column 28, lines 6-30); 

first comparing said first retrieved contacts to stored contacts in a locally 
accessible contact list, said locally accessible contact list defining a second set distinct 
from said first set and associated with a different user (See column 15, lines 1 1-20); 
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first identifying common contacts among said first compared contacts (See 
column 15, lines 1 1-24); 

second retrieving a plurality of contacts from an exposed, remotely accessible 
contact list associated with one of said first retrieved contacts (See column 15, lines 21- 
30, also see column 16, lines 58-67, also see column ; 

second comparing said second retrieved contacts to said locally stored contacts 
(See column 8, lines 26-61, and see column 15, lines 21-52, also see column 18, lines 9- 

13); 

second identifying common contacts among said second compared contacts (See 
column 8, lines 26-61, and see column 15, lines 21-52, also see column 18, lines 9-13); 
and 

generating and storing a common contacts list, the common contacts list defining 
yet another distinct set and containing said identified common contacts (See column 3, 
lines 23-39, also see column 18, lines 9-12, and see column 18, lines 33-62). 

As to claims 2, and 13, de l'Etraz et al. discloses further comprising the step of 
repeating said second retrieving, second comparing and second identifying steps for each 
first retrieved contact not identified as a common contact in said first identifying step 
(See column 8, lines 26-61, and see column 15, lines 21-52, also see column 18, lines 9- 
13). 



As to claims 3, and 14, de l'Etraz et al. discloses wherein said second retrieving 
step comprises the step of second retrieving a plurality of contacts from an exposed, 
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remotely accessible contact list associated with one of said first retrieved contacts not 
identified as a common contact in said first identifying step (See column 3, lines 23-39). 

As to claims 4, and 15, de l'Etraz et al. discloses a method generating a list of 
common contacts, a machine readable storage having stored thereon a computer program 
for generating a list of common contacts, said machine readable storage having a plurality 
of code sections executable by a machine for causing the machine to perform a series of 
steps, said steps comprising: 

exchanging at least two contact lists over a physical communications link (See 
column 7, lines 5-19), wherein each contact list defines a distinct set different from the 
other and corresponds to a different user (See column 18, lines 9-12, and see column 18, 
lines 33-62); 

comparing contacts in said exchanged contact lists to identify matching contacts 
(See column 8, lines 26-61, and see column 15, lines 21-52, also see column 18, lines 9- 
13); and 

generating and storing a contact list defining yet another distinct set and 
containing said matched contacts (See column 3, lines 23-39). 

As to claims 5, and 16, de l'Etraz et al. discloses wherein said exchanging step 
comprises the steps of: 

establishing a wireless communications link; and, exchanging said contact lists 
over said established wireless communications link (See Figure 29, 2928, also see 
column 6, lines 55-65, wherein "wireless" reads on "laptop, palmtop, pda"). 
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As to claims 6, and 17, de l'Etraz et al. discloses a method of generating a list of 
common contacts, a machine readable storage having stored thereon a computer program 
for generating a list of common contacts, said machine readable storage having a plurality 
of code sections executable by a machine for causing the machine to perform a series of 
steps, said steps comprising: 

accessing a contact list defining a distinct set being stored in a remotely accessible 
database of contacts (See column 28, lines 6-30); 

comparing contacts in said contact list with contacts in a stored database of 
contacts defining another distinct set, said contact list and said contacts in a stored 
database of contacts each corresponding to a different user (See column 28, lines 6-30); 
and 

producing matching contacts as a result of said comparing (See column 8, lines 
26-61, and see column 15, lines 21-52, also see column 18, lines 9-13); and 

providing a visual hyperlink for each matching contact produced by said 
comparing step (See Figure 27, shows "GUI" displaying results, also see column 18, lines 
1-13, and see column 19, lines 36-43, wherein "visual hyperlink" reads on "a link to the 
public"). 

As to claim 7, de l'Etraz et al. discloses a common contact identification system 
comprising: 
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at least two contact lists, each said contact list defining a distinct set comprising a 
plurality of contacts, each said contact list having a publicly accessible interface through 
which said contacts can be accessed remotely (See column 28, lines 6-30); 

a comparator for comparing contacts in each of said at least two contact lists, said 
comparator identifying matching contacts in each of said at least two contact lists (See 
column 8, lines 26-61, also see column 28, lines 49-55); 

a common contact list resulting from the comparison and defining yet another 
distinct set comprising contacts matched by said comparator (See column 8, lines 26-61, 
and see column 15, lines 21-52, also see column 18, lines 9-13). 

As to claim 8, de l'Etraz et al. discloses wherein each said contact list is stored in a 
storage medium selected from the group consisting of a database, a contact management 
program data store, an e-mail program address book (See column 15, lines 14-40); 

an instant messenger address book, a cellular phone address book, and a personal 
digital assistant address book (See column 2, lines 45-48, prior art, also see column 1, 
lines 25-30, prior art). 

As to claim 9, de l'Etraz et al. discloses further comprising a communications link 
between said contact lists over which said contacts in said contact lists can be transmitted 
(See Figure 27, 2714, "Local Contact Pathway", also see column 15, lines 5-40, also see 
Figure 29, 2928). 
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As to claim 1 1, de l'Etraz et al. discloses wherein said common contact list 
comprises at least one hyperlinked address of a matched contact (See column 3, lines 23- 
39, also see column 15, lines 5-40, and see column 19, lines 36-43, wherein "visual 
hyperlink" reads on "a link to the public"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over de l'Etraz 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,073,138) in view of Rudman et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0042772 
Al). 

As to claim 10, de l'Etraz et al. does not teach wherein said communications link 
is selected from the group consisting of an infrared communications link, a short range 
radio frequency communications link, and a TCP/IP wireline link. 

Rudman et al. teaches wherein said communications link is selected from the 
group consisting of an infrared communications link, a short range radio frequency 
communications link, and a TCP/IP wireline link (See Rudman et al. page 3, paragraph 
0023). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified de l'Etraz et al. by the teaching of Rudman et al. to 
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include wherein said communications link is selected from the group consisting of an 
infrared communications link, a short range radio frequency communications link, and a 
TCP/IP wireline link because it is well known in the art that communication channel can 
be constructed from a variety of both wireline and wireless technology. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-17 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Guha (U.S. Patent No. 6,108,651) teaches creating common attributes across 
heterogeneous databases. 

Hall (U.S. Patent No. 6,643,686 Bl) teaches counteracting message filtering. 

Goddard (U.S. Patent No. 6,876,983 Bl) teaches facilitating aggregate shopping. 

Dept. of Computer Science, School of Engineering, UVA. How the Oracle of 
Bacon Works. 1996. (retrieved 9/21/2005). 

Wikipedia Org. andWebArchive.org. SixDegrees.com. 1997-2001.. (retrieved 
9/21/2005). 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neveen Abel-Jalil whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4074. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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